AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH 


JERUSALEM AND BAGHDAD 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL NEWSLETTER 


Confidential Not for publication 





Newsletter #4 1956-57 Beirut, Lebanon,Nov.l6,1956.5 

Se much has happened since the last Newsletter was written that it is 
difficult to know just where to begin. It is tempting to start in 
the middle of things with an account of our adventures during the re- 
cent--and still continuing--international crisis, but it is perhaps 


better simply to begin at the beginning and relate the progress of 
events in their normal chronological ordere 


The academic year at the American School usually begins about the 
first of October and the opening event is the tea which is given in 
the director's house and the beautiful school garden. Somehow the 
opening of the front door of the director's house, which is never 
open any other time, seems a proper symbol of the commencement of 
school activities. Through the open door on this occasion come the 
chief citizenry of Jerusalem, the representatives of the principal 
religious groups in the city including the Greek Patriarch and the 
Mufti of Jerusalem, the members of the various consular staffs and 
members of other educational and scientific institutions. Although 
the numbers attending were slightly diminished from some previous 
years because of political tension and the evacuation of most of the 
British community some weeks before, the 1956 tea undoubtedly quali- 
fies as a Social success. Credit for this is due to the solid found- 
ations of friendship and respect for the School in Jerusalem which 
have been laid by a long succession of wise and able administrators 
in years past. Credit for the success of the tea on its physical and 


organizational side goes entirely to Omar and the other members of 
our devoted and efficient Arab staff. 


‘yith one exception the student body was on hand for the opening tea. 
There were originally to have been six students, but the rising tempo 
of events in the Near East caused two of them to change their plans 
almost at the last minute. The four who did come are Prof. David C. 
Pellett of Butler University, Prof. Lawrence E. Toombs of Drew Uni- 
versity (both holders of School fellowships), Prof. Lindell 0. Harris 
of Hardin-Simmons University and Prof. Milosh Erdelyan of the Greek 
Orthodox Theological Faculty of Belgrade, the holder of a fellowship 
from the \Jorld Council of Churches. They have proved to be a most 
congenial and interested group of men. Actually their introduction 
to the official activities of the School began even before the tea, 
Since the three men who were in Jerusalem at the time were able to 
take part in the impromptu excavation of a tomb under Prof. Richard- 
son's direction. The tomb had been uncovered on the west side of 

the Kedron valley by a crew of laborers working to widen the Jericho 
road and would no doubt have been promptly covered up again if it had 
not been spotted by Imran and Pref. Richardson as they happened to be 
returning from an automobile trip. They promptly got permission from 
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the Department of Antiquities to investigate further and, with the 
aid of a helper assigned by the Museum and of the three entering stu- 
dents, the School occupied itself vrofitably for a day and 2 half in 
clearing the tomb. A considerable amount of Iron Age pottery was 
found and, while no spectacular results were achieved, the whole ex- 
ercise provided an excellent introduction to life and work in the 


Jeruselem Schoole Probably few academic years at the School have 


started as promptly, as practically and as auspiciously as this one. 


Following the example of several years past we began to look forward, 
after the tea, to the Syrian field trip. A series of unavoidable de- 
lays made it impossible to start before Oct. 13, but on that day, a 
Saturday, armed with visas and all the necessary papers, we started 
off for Damascus in the new School car. Because of the threats im- 
plicit in the international situation we decided to limit ourselves to 
two weeks instead of the three which have sometimes been taken and to 
confine ourselves to the main arteries of travel. The decision vroved 
to be a wise one since we got back only two days before the evacuation 
of Americans began. ie had originally planned to include, if possible, 
Mari and Doura-Europos in our itinerary, but discovered when we got to 
Damascus that control over the Jezireh, where these sites are located, 
had recently passed from the Sureté to the Army and that it would take 
at least three days to secure the requisite permission to visit it, so 
we rehuctantly decided to pass on to other things. In Damascus we 
were most cordially received by Selim Bey Abd el-Haqq, the Director of 
Antiquities for Syria, who provided us with gratis admission to all 
antiquity sites in Syria and strongly urged the American School to ex- 
tablish a branch in Syria or at least to undertake the excavation of 

a Syrian site. From Damascus we went to Homs, visiting on the way the 
charming and picturesque village of Maloula, one of the last outposts 
of ancient Aramaic culture, a form of Syriac still being the local 
vernacular. From Homs we made the long desert journey to Palmyra. 
About half-way there Imran told us how the previous year they had met 
and chased a fox at just that spot; the story was hardly finished 
when a fox--presumably the same$--appeared in the road and was duti- 
fully given his annual chase across the desert floor. The magnifi- 
cence of Palmyra--its temples, colonnaded streets and many-storied 
tombs--proved to be just as exciting to those of us who had visited it 
before as to those who were seeing it for the first time. ‘Je had a 
full twenty-four hours there and, despite the dubious charms of the 
Hotel Zenobie, felt the time was none too longe 


Our journey then took us back to Homs to Krak des Chevaliers and on to 
Hama, where we explored the Tell, and to Aleppo. No one could have 
been more gracious than Feisal Bey Seirafi, director of Antiquities 
for North Syria and a former student of Dr. Goetze, who offered us his 
full cooperation in anything we wanted to do and kindly arranged, at 
no little expenditure of time and effort, to get us the military per- 
mission to visit the district of Latakia where Ras Shamra is located. 
This also required three days but, since we had already planned on 
three days in Turkey, it was possible to complete the negotiations 
during our absence. Neer Aleppo we visited %elaat Sim'tan, the exten- 
sive ruins of the encient church, monastery and eventual fortress 
which grew up around the pillar of St. Simon the Stylite and were 
fortunate enough to have as our guide M. Georges Tchalenko, who is 
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currently engaged in a four-year program, sponsored and financed by 
the Syrian government, for restoring the ruins and has recently pub- 
lished a@ two-volume work on the ruined Christian cities of north Syria. 
From Aleppo we passed over into southern Turkey and here had our only 
major adventure--or at least one of our members had, the rest of us 
being only amazed spectators of the drama. For certain reasons, un- 
necessary to enumerate here, we had some misgivings about the validity 
of Dr. Erdelyan's visa for Turkey and, on inquiring at the Turkish 
consulate in Aleppo, were told explicitly and unequivocally that it 
could not be used or replaced. The director, perhaps too faint-heart- 
edly as it turned out, accepted this decision and could see no alter- 
native to leaving Dr. Erdelyan in the hotel at Aleppo until we re- 
turned after the anticipated three-day interval. ‘Je bade him an al- 
most tearful farewell, thinking of him as an innocent if minor victim 
of the cold war, and drove on to Adana, where we spent the night. But 
we had reckoned without Br. Erdelyan's indomitable Slavic spirit. He 
immediately invoked the aid of the Greek Orthodox bishop, obtained a 
personal interview with the Turkish consul and somehow overawed him 
into declaring that a transit visa was quite as good as an entry visa. 
Armed with this assurance and with only 75 Syrian pounds (about 
25200) in his pocket, and no knowledge of the Turkish or Arabic lan- 
guages and only a little of English, he sped off in a taxi to overtake 
us after a four-hour start, not even quite sure where we were going. 
Finally next morning as we were going west from Adana to Tarsus we met 
him half-way, headed east! How he accomplished it none of us will 
ever understand, but it is certain that in the future the name of Tare 
sus will always suggest to the members of this year's class at the A- 
merican School "Milosh" even more than "Paul." This adventure tended 
to overshadow almost everything else in Turkey, but we do have some 
consciousness of having visited some wonderful and interesting sites-- 
Tarsus, the Cilician Gates, Antioch, Seleucia, and the broad plain of 
Amq where Joolfey carried on the excavations described in his "A For- 
gotten Kingdom." 


ve returned briefly to Aleppo to pick up our military permits and then 
drove to Ras Shamra where we missed seeing Dr. Schaeffer by an hour or 
so, but were nevertheless given a most competent and interesting tour 
of the site by the delegate of the Syrian Department of Antiquities 
who is stationed there. A series of tombs in the so-called "Aegean 
Quarter" of the city are the most interesting new exhibits, but of+ 
course any details about them will have to await official publication. 
Our itinerary then took us down the coast through Amrit to Tripoli, — 
the Cedars of Besharre, Byblos, the Dog River, Beirut, Sidon and Tyree 
Because of a sympathy strike called throughout the Arab world on be- 
half of the kidnapped nationalist leaders in Algeria we had to tele- 
scope the last two days of our trip, but without omitting anything of 
real importance. Baalbak was our lest stop and of course provided a 
fitting conclusion and climax to a most rewarding two-weeks' expedi- 
tion. It appeared to be an auspicious beginning for our actual acad- 
emic work, but as I remarked before we returned to Jerusalem only two 
days before the evacuation. So there the trouble begén, 
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On Oct. 29 we received official notice from the American consul that 
all Americans whose presence was not actually necessary in Jordan 


Should leave at once and since we had been living with slit-trenches 


in our front yard for a month past ang many other evidences of mount- 


ing military activity on every hand, I immediately instructed the stu- 
dents to leave for Beirut the following day and there await further 
orders, The Richardsons and Dentans naturally considered their pres- 
ence “essential” and therefore planned to wait and see what further 
developments took place. ‘fe had expected to have several days at 
least in which to make arrangements for our departure, in case that 
should become necessary, and were truly dumb-founded when the consul 
called us on the telephone the morning of the 31st and in the strong- 
est possible terms advised us to be ready to leave Jerusalem by mili- 
tary convoy in 30 minutes' time. Of course we had no alternative but 
to obey and were ready to go by the time he had set. The subsequent 
happenings are too numerous and confused to attempt to enumerate here 


and it is enough simply to record that we found ourselves, not in 
Beirut, but in Athens, at 2 a@eme on Novel. 


Ve were evacuated by military plane, equipped with the familiar bucket 
seats=--quite different in style and comfort from Super-Constellations! 
“Ye first really felt like refugees in Athens when the Red Cross met us 
with coffee and sandwiches and Uncle Sam's army buses took us off to 
hotel bed-rooms already arranged for us. The next day Prof. Richard- 
Son decided that he could not keep his family in Europe while waiting 
for developments in Palestine and that they had all better return to 
the States while the government was prepared to make arrangements for 
their passage. ‘Je have heard since thet they have arrived safely and 
are prepared to come back again to Jerusalem when conditions warrant. 


Mrs, Dentan and I stayed in Athens for a week, where we had a pleasant 
time visiting friends and getting acquainted with the American School 
of Classical Studies as well as with the antiquities of ancient Greece, 
but as soon as negotiations for a cease-fire in Egypt began to look 
hopeful we returned to Beirut, where we rejoined the students and began 
Slowly to reconstitute our family life as the A.S.0O.R. in Exile. Prof. 
Harris, who had planned to stay in Jerusalem for only one semester any 
way, decided that he had better return home, but the other three stu- 
dents are now living at the American University and taking their meals 
there, through the great courtesy of the University administration. 
They have access to the university library where they are beginning to 
pick up the thread of their studies, are attending Prof. Baramki's 
lectures on Ancient Near Eastern history and we are getting ready to 
make a series of field-trips in Lebanon if we have to stay much longer, 
so the time is not completely wasted. ‘Jhether or not we shall go back 
to Jerusalem is a question to which there is as yet no definite 

answer. Things in Jordan have continued to be quiet, but the American 
State Department is not as vet giving permission to anyone to return 
and it remains to be seen whether it will be prepared to do so suffi- 
ciently soon for it to be of any advantage to uSe There is obviously 
a point beyond which it is not worth-while to wait and it may be that 
that point will come soon, although we devoutly hope not. 
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In the meantime the School property is in Omar's able hands and Mr. 
Yusuf Satad secretary of the Palestine liuseum, is giving him assist- 
ance and oversight. Since Nr. Satad has had to perform the same 
function for the newly-acquired British School property ever since 
the evacuation of its personnel some weeks ago, this really consti- 
tutes quite a burden for him and we are most grateful for his readi- 
ness to undertake it. It is good to know that, even if the School is 
unable to discharge its normal functions, its organization and physi- 
cal equipment are being maintained. ‘le all hope that it will soon be 
possible for the usual activities to be resumed, 


Robert C. Dentan, Director 


Jerusalem School 


At the end of November Dr. and irs. Dentan and tiie students 
were able to return to the School in Jerusalem. 





